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ATHENS STATE UNIVERSITY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES 

BOARD MEETING 
JULY 21, 2023 

The Athens State University Board of Trustees (also referred herein as the Board) held a meeting at 2:30 p.m. 
on Friday, July 21, 2023 in the Sandridge Student Center Ballroom to consider University matters. 

PRESIDING:   Senator Arthur Orr  

The Board of Trustees meeting was called to order at 2:37 p.m. by Jim America. 

ROLL CALL 
On roll call, the following Board members were present and constituted a quorum to conduct business: 

Mr. Jim America 
Ms. Cathy Dickens (electronically) 
Mr. Bill Dunnavant  (electronically) 
Mr. Mac McCutcheon 
Mr. Goodrich ‘Dus’ Rogers 
Dr. Sandra Sims-deGraffenried (electronically) 
Mrs. Missy Ming Smith 
Mr. Mike Underwood  

Also present were Dr. Catherine Wehlburg, Acting President of Athens State University and Mr. Shane Black, 
University Legal Counsel, and Ms. Jackie Gooch, Secretary to the Board.  Governor Kay Ivey, Chancellor 
Jimmy Baker and Senator Arthur Orr were absent. Several faculty/staff attended in-person and electronically. 

APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
Mr. America recommended, because of possible technology issues, to amend the agenda to move items 7 and 8 
under New Business to be the first items discussed.  On a motion made by Mr. McCutcheon and seconded by 
Mr. Rogers, the Board approved the amended agenda by affirmative votes (8-0) of members answering present. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
On a motion made by Mrs. Smith and seconded by Mr. McCutcheon, the Board approved the minutes from the 
May 19, 2023 Board meeting by affirmative votes (8-0) of members answering present.  

PUBLIC COMMENT 
No one officially registered for public comment.   

OLD BUSINESS, PENDING MOTIONS AND RESOLUTION 
None. 
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NEW BUSINESS, PENDING MOTIONS AND RESOLUTIONS 
 

 

2024 Board Meeting Dates (Attachment A) 
On a motion made by Mrs. Smith and seconded by Mr. McCutcheon, the Board approved the 2024 Board Meeting 
dates as presented.  This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
 
Review and Reaffirmation of Statement on Inclusion and Civility (Attachment B) 
On a motion made by Dr. Sims-deGraffenried and seconded by Mr. Rogers, the Board reviewed and reaffirmed 
the University’s Statement on Inclusion and Civility.  This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
 
Board of Visitor Appointments (Attachment C) 
On a motion made by Mrs. Smith and seconded by Mr. McCutcheon, the Board accepted the President’s 
recommendation and approved the appointment of Scott Henry to the College of Business Board of Visitors for 
a 3-year term.  This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 



Approved by Athens State University 
Board of Trustees 
October 20, 2023 

 

Page 3 of 6 
 

  



Approved by Athens State University 
Board of Trustees 
October 20, 2023 

 

Page 4 of 6 
 

 
2023-2024 Board Committee Structure and Charter Approval (Attachment D) 
On a motion made by Mr. Rogers and seconded by Mr. Underwood, the Board approved the 2023-2024 
Committee Structure and charters. The motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – NO 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
 
2023-2024 Executive Committee Membership (Attachment E) 
On a motion made by Mr. McCutcheon and seconded by Mr. Underwood, the Board approved the appointment 
of the 2023-2024 Executive Committee.   This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
 
Board of Trustees Nominating Committee – Board Representative (Attachment F) 
On a motion made by Mr. McCutcheon and seconded by Mr. Rogers, the Board elected Mr. Jim America to serve 
on the Board of Trustees Nominating Committee.  This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – Abstain 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
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2023-2024 Tuition/Fee Schedule – Amendment #1 (Attachment G) 
On a motion made by Dr. Sims-deGraffenried and seconded by Mr. Rogers, the Board approved the 2023-2024 
Tuition/Fee Schedule – Amendment #1 to include room rates for the Alabama Center for the Arts Residence Hall.  
This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
 
FY 2023-2024 Budget (Attachment H) 
On a motion made by Mr. Rogers and seconded by Mr. McCutcheon, the Board approved the FY 2023-2024 
Budget to include a 2% COLA.  This motion was approved by the following roll-call vote: 
 
Jim America – YES 
Cathy Dickens - YES 
Bill Dunnavant – YES 
Mac McCutcheon - YES 
Dus Rogers – YES 
Sandra Sims-deGraffenried - YES 
Missy Ming Smith - YES 
Mike Underwood - YES 
 
 

OTHER BUSINESS (No Action Required) 
 

Quarterly Financial Update 
The Board received the quarterly financial update. 
 

Alabama Commission on Education (ACHE) Update 
The Board received a handout on actions taken by the Commission. 
 

Learning Partnerships 
Dr. Keith Ferguson provided an update on Learning Partnerships.   
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Acting President’s Report/Update 

The new Fact Book was distributed as well as information about the upcoming Giving Day.  Dr. Wehlburg also 
provided a written report that included the following: 
 
1. Fall enrollment at 22,053 paid credit hours (89.73% of budget). 
2. Announced August 2nd Giving Day. 
3. Shared data on how users are finding the University website. 
4. Reported full transition to Canvas for the Learning Management System. 
5. Introduced Dr. Troy Adair, Dean, College of Business 
6. Announced Summer Commencement for July 29, 2023.  Approximately 162 graduates (41 Master’s  
 candidates) will be graduating. 
 
 

Board Committee Updates and Report Acceptance 
 

Finance and Facilities Committee  
No additional report. 

 

Enrollment and Student Affairs Committee – Mrs. Smith 
Mrs. Smith provided the Enrollment and Student Affairs update. 
 

Academic Affairs Committee – Mr. America  
Mr. America provided the Academic Affairs update. 

 

Development Committee – Ms. Dickens 
Ms. Dickens provided the Development Committee update. 
 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
On a motion made by Mrs. Smith and seconded by Mr. Rogers, Mr. America adjourned the Athens State 
University Board of Trustees meeting at 3:47 pm. 
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